
Supplementary Materials 

Supplementary Table 1. Search details 

Query Results 

(18 Feb 2024) 

PubMed 

#1 (“Rheumatoid Arthritis*”[tiab] OR "Arthritis, Rheumatoid"[Mesh] OR 

(“Rheumatoid”[tiab] AND “Arthritis”[tiab])) 

171,264 

#2 ("gal-3"[tiab] OR “gal”[tiab] OR “gal 3”[tiab] OR “galectin-3”[tiab] OR “galectin 

3”[tiab] OR "galectin*"[tiab] OR "LGALS"[tiab] OR "S-type lectin"[tiab] OR 

"Galactose binding lectin"[tiab] OR "galectins"[MeSH]) 

31,641 

#4 #1 AND #2  202 

SCOPUS 

#1 (TITLE-ABS-KEY(“Rheumatoid Arthritis*” OR (“Rheumatoid” AND 

“Arthritis”))) 

235,490 

#2 (TITLE-ABS-KEY("gal") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY("gal-3") OR TITLE-ABS-

KEY("gal 3") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY("galectin 3") OR TITLE-ABS-

KEY("galectin-3")  OR TITLE-ABS-KEY("galectin*") OR TITLE-ABS-

KEY("LGALS") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY("S-type lectin") OR TITLE-ABS-

KEY("Galactose binding lectin")) 

47,934 

#4 #1 AND #2  313 

Web of Science 

#1 (TS=“Rheumatoid Arthritis*” OR TS=(“Rheumatoid” AND “Arthritis”)) 207,534 

#2 (TS=("gal") OR TS=("gal-3") OR TS=("gal 3") OR TS=("galectin 3") OR 

TS=("galectin-3") OR TS=("galectin*") OR TS=("LGALS") OR TS=("S-type 

lectin") OR TS=("Galactose binding lectin")) 

42,733 

#3 #1 AND #2 326 

Embase 

#1 'rheumatoid arthritis'/exp OR 'rheumatoid arthritis' 286,506 

#2 (("gal"):ti,ab,kw OR ("gal 3"):ti,ab,kw OR ("gal-3"):ti,ab,kw OR ("galectin-

3"):ti,ab,kw OR ("galectin 3"):ti,ab,kw OR ("galectin*"):ti,ab,kw OR 

("LGALS"):ti,ab,kw OR ("S-type lectin"):ti,ab,kw OR ("Galactose binding 

lectin"):ti,ab,kw) 

39,456 

#3 #1 AND #2 327 

Total Records 1168 

Total Records after Removing Duplicates 626 

 

 



 
Supplementary Figure 1. Forest plot for the meta-analysis of Gal-3 levels in patients with RA vs. healthy 

controls after removal of outlier studies 

 

 

 

 
Supplementary Figure 2. Sensitivity analysis by leave-one-out method 

 

 

 



 
Supplementary Figure 3. Funnel plot by trim-and-fill method for the assessment of publication bias 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supplementary Figure 4. Bubble plot for meta-regression of the mean age in the meta-analysis of Gal-3 levels 

in patients with RA vs. healthy controls 

 

 

 



 
Supplementary Figure 5. Bubble plot for meta-regression of the publication year in the meta-analysis of Gal-3 

levels in patients with RA vs. healthy controls 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Supplementary Figure 6. Bubble plot for meta-regression of the sample size in the meta-analysis of Gal-3 levels 

in patients with RA vs. healthy controls 

 



 

 
Supplementary Figure 7. Bubble plot for meta-regression of the male percentage in the meta-analysis of Gal-3 

levels in patients with RA vs. healthy controls 


